The vestibular aqueduct is a small, bony canal that extends fro m the vestibule to the posterior surface of the petrous bone. The aqueduct contains the endolymphatic duct, which enlarges and ends blindl y in the endol ymphatic sac on the posterio r surface of the petrous bone. Vestibular aqueduct syndrome is one of the various causes of sensorineural hearing loss. The syndro me can be unilateral or bilateral. Hearing loss is ofte n of the highfrequency variety and often progressive.
Recent reports indicate that patients who have a large vestibular aqueduct are merely predisposed to the development of hearing loss, and that this loss might not be truly congeni tal.J Th is syndrome is perhaps four times as common as other bony inner ear deformitie s, and it is often overl ooked as a cause of hearing loss in children.
The invo lved vestibular aqueduct is usually markedl y B.
